March 12, 2016
County Executive Kittleman,
I just read the March 9 letter detailing the DPZ finding that no zoning violations were
observed at the Bonner/Oak Ridge property after their Feb 24th inspection. The letter
stated that “the activity that is occurring on the property is accessory to the principal use
(tree farm) per the definition of farming…As no violations of the Howard County
Regulations were observed, there is no cause for further action by this Department and
the case is being closed.”
As documented in multiple photographs that we have taken (including the photos we
sent you earlier this week), we know that is not an accurate description of what is
actually taking place at Bonner/Oak Ridge on days that the facility is not being
inspected. Among other things, these photos clearly show large amounts of woodstock
being imported onto the farm, as opposed to originating on the farm itself.
To put it bluntly, this is an unacceptable situation that goes against what you promised to
the residents of Howard County during your election campaign in 2014. As part of your
election campaign you declared that you were strongly opposed to industrial processing
on ag preserve farmland, and you promised that this type of activity would absolutely not
be allowed in Howard County. We rallied behind you on the basis of that promise.
As a community, we worked very hard to see CB-20 passed, and with the invaluable
help of Dr. Calvin Ball and Mr. Greg Fox, we saw to it that the bill encompassed both
Howard County and State of MD ag preserve farmland. We have not changed our mind
about the importance of keeping industrial processing off of ag preserve land. At this
point, however, given the finding of “no violation” at a facility that is currently under
Consent Order for unapproved industrial operations that have recently been observed
and photographed, we are concerned that after two additional years of work with the
Mulch Task Force, the draft ZRA soon being released by DPZ will not protect the health
and safety of the residential communities as CB-20 now does.
DPZ reports directly to you as county executive, which, in our opinion puts responsibility
for this situation squarely on your shoulders. We consider this to be a very serious
matter and a precedent we simply cannot allow to happen without organized and
strenuous opposition on our part. The community came together in forceful objection to
industrial processing on ag preserve farmland at the time of your election, and we are
prepared to again come together to ensure that the work we did with Dr. Ball and Mr.
Fox remains in place to keep our community safe.
It may be that, given your many priorities throughout the county, this situation has
escaped your notice. It has not, however, escaped ours. We would be grateful if you
would make time in your schedule to meet with us at your earliest convenience.
Best,
John Tegeris, PhD
President, DRPS
cell: 301-996-5102

March 24, 2017
County Executive Kittleman,
Hope all is well. We thought it worth a moment of your time to review the attached follow
up letter from Rob Long who represents many families from Woodbine that are a part of
the complaint filed with DPZ regarding industrial processing activities ongoing on Mr.
Bonner’s Oak Ridge ag preserve parcel.
Although we are pleased that the case was reopened due to a mistake to close it
prematurely, we remain very concerned that, as evident in the attached photo of recent
activity from earlier this week, Mr. Bonner continues to truck in woodstock in large
quantities on a continual basis for industrial processing at Oak Ridge. As stated in my
previous correspondence to you, this is clearly not allowed based on CB-20 zoning
restrictions and the related Consent Order that was issued to Mr. Bonner for Oak Ridge.
It is astonishing how a businessman that has a majority ownership interest in the
industrial mulching operation Recycled Green which he founded in 2004 (also in
Woodbine/Carroll County), who has exploited the ag preserve program, has been
allowed to go essentially unchecked by Howard County/DPZ for the past five years to
conduct industrial processing activities with no authority to do so. It is a travesty that
these industrial activities have amounted to a total in only $1,000 in fines from Howard
County throughout the entire five year period where no conditional use has been granted
for any such activities whatsoever.
After three years representing rural communities and related community organizations
across the County (i.e., CCWHC, HCCA, DRPS) who have banded together in
opposition to industrial processing activities operating on ag preserve farmland due to
the well-documented health, safety and environmental risks, we remain extremely
concerned about the lack of DPZ enforcement when action is certainly warranted. As
some of the attached letter points out, there is also countywide concern about selective
DPZ enforcement discretion that is showing clear partiality to some at the expense of
others. This is not acceptable.
We still await communication from Ms. Meek to find a good date/time to speak with you
and we stand ready to meet soon to further discuss the situation (in attendance will be
Ted Mariani, Rick Lober, Stu Kohn, Brent Loveless and myself). We are concerned but
hopeful that this unfortunate situation has drawn your attention to the bigger issue
regarding the upcoming final ZRA draft which must protect ag preserve farmland from
being purchased on the cheap only to conduct industrial operations that pose health and
safety risks to the rural communities that are nearby to such industrial activities. Along
these lines, please see the attached presentation from MDE colleague Jeff Harp that
presents startling facts from industrial mulch facilities in NY and elsewhere in the US that
created significant health risks (heavy metals groundwater contamination) for
neighboring rural communities that are on well water.
We cannot and will not allow a dangerous precedent of this serious nature to be set on
any ag preserve farmland in our great County. We will stay vigilant and committed to
oppose industrial activities on ag preserve farmland on behalf of our large support base
and count on the language in the pending mulching and composting ZRA to be reflective
of your clear campaign promise to keep these types of industrial operations off ag
preserve farmland so that the welfare of the families, both children and adults, is not put

at risk. We look forward to seeing you again soon to openly discuss these matters before
we will need to turn our attention to the County Council in preparation for the eventual
vote on the ZRA by the Council members. Thank you for giving this matter the attention
it now deserves.
Best,
John Tegeris, PhD
President, DRPS
cell: 301-996-5102

April 19, 2017
Meeting with County Executive Kittleman and DPZ Director Lazdins
The Concerned Citizens Group met with County Executive Kittleman and DPZ
Director Lazdins to ensure that the bill coming out further to the Mulch Task Force
meetings would prevent industrial mulching and composting of any kind on the
farmland, especially on Howard County and MD ag preserve.
The Concerned Citizens Group included Ted Mariani/CCWHC, Rick Lober/County
Executive Rep, Mulch Task Force, Stu Kohn/HCCA, Brent Loveless/District 3, Rob
Long/Woodbine, and John Tegeris/DRPS.
We presented photos confirming the ongoing industrial processing activities (land
clearing debris transfer station, mulch piles, and 3-axle tractor-trailer trucks coming
in and out of the facility, as well as industrial processing activities going on after
dark). These photos were presented by us accompanied by a call to action to swiftly
enforce these violations.
At this meeting, Director Lazdins told us “it is hard to catch violators in the act”
(what a surprise when inspections are given advance notice, as in this case with the
Bonner/Oak Ridge violations). Maybe that explains the lack of willingness (or lack of
ability) to enforce even the most blatant violations of the zoning regulations, even
though those violations were ongoing for years.

